
 
 
Thinking Culture, School of Culture & Creative Arts 
PhD Civic Engagement Residencies: Call for Applications 
 
Thinking Culture, in collaboration with Bothy Project, is delighted to announce a call for PhD 
Civic Engagement Residencies for 2024.  
 
Two, week-long residencies will take place 8-15 March, 2024 and 29 March - 5 April, 2024  
at Sweeney’s Bothy, a simple off-grid building in unique surroundings on the Isle of Eigg. 
Reasonable travel and subsistence expenses will be supported and successful applicants will 
receive a £500 bursary. 
 
As well as having time to work on their own research on the residency, the successful applicants 
are asked to contribute to a particular aspect of island life by volunteering for one day with a 
local community organisation. We’ll work with the successful applicants to identify an 
opportunity that suits them. 
 
The successful applicants are also invited to introduce their research to the community in a 
manner suited to the context. Applicants should consider public engagement methods, which 
could involve for example a talk at the Community Hall, a workshop in An Laimhrig tearoom, or 
a session planned around a walk.  
 
Successful applicants will have time on Eigg for a sincere encounter which can produce space 
to develop an equitable and mutually beneficial relationship with the community, sharing 
expertise and creating positive impacts. You’ll also have the chance to experience the 
geography and culture of the island and gain insight into projects the community is working on. 
Following the residency, there will be an opportunity to share outcomes of the residency at a 
Thinking Culture event. 
 
Application 
Please provide the following: 

- Statement of up to 250 words outlining your PhD research 
- Proposal of up to 250 words outlining why you would like to take part in this civic 

engagement residency, how you can contribute to the community, and how you 
propose to share your research with the community. 

- CV (two pages max.) 
- EDI Monitoring Form (noting Fieldwork as the residency strand) 

 
Eligibility: These residencies are open to PhD researchers in the School of Culture & Creative 
Arts. You must be available to attend one of the two prescribed weeks. 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScSKTvtmBat_EUjbIYL7nkwo11pAkG0kpH96XndPgogztjs6g%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C01%7CKevin.Leomo%40glasgow.ac.uk%7C7364af9c9157497b92bd08dbd6e236c0%7C6e725c29763a4f5081f22e254f0133c8%7C1%7C0%7C638340039284685089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YBQe6Z8QZdHMwzyxU734CdMHzjyQN7IxH7%2BPMvnlijs%3D&reserved=0


 
 
Selection Process: The selection panel will consist of staff from Bothy Project, the School of 
Culture & Creative Arts, and a representative from the Eigg community. 
 
Information session: An information session with time for Q&A will be held via Zoom at 11am, 
Wednesday 8th November, 2023 
 

Meeting ID: 864 8712 4920 
Passcode: 413327 

 
Deadline for proposals: 5pm, Monday 20th November, 2023 
 
Please email scca-thinking-culture@glasgow.ac.uk with your application, or for any queries. 
 
 
Thinking Culture 
Thinking Culture is a programme of events and activities which aims to enrich the cultural life 
of Glasgow by bringing academics, artists, and audiences into meaningful conversation 
through the creative arts. Thinking Culture is organised by the Collaborations & Cultural 
Activities Committee in the School of Culture & Creative Arts, University of Glasgow. 
https://thinkingculture.gla.ac.uk/ 

Bothy Project 
Bothy Project is an independent charity providing creative residencies in bespoke small-scale, 
off-grid residency spaces in Scotland. 
We provide creative residencies for practitioners in visual arts, craft & design, music, literature 
and performance, as well as thinkers, researchers and people local to each bothy. Residents 
are able to use their residencies to explore creativity, landscape and living simply.  
www.bothyproject.com 
 
The Isle of Eigg 
The island is owned by the Isle of Eigg Heritage Trust who have managed it on behalf of the 
community since the community buyout of 1997.  The Trust has responsibility for stewardship 
of the island, its buildings and natural heritage, and for supporting future development.  The 
Trust has a number of subsidiary companies, including Eigg Electric, which provides the island 
with electricity from renewables, and Eigg Trading, which leases the pier centre An Laimhrig to 
the local shop, tearoom and craft shop. 
http://isleofeigg.org/ 
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TRAVEL 
The journey to Eigg is in two parts. Firstly to Mallaig, by a train, car or bus and then by CalMac 
ferry from Mallaig to Eigg.  
 

Please read the Travel and Facilities page for Sweeney’s Bothy carefully before applying 

Accessibility: Sweeney’s Bothy is a simple, off-grid, live-work space on the Island of Eigg. The 
bothy is accessed on foot via a rough, sloped path and the mezzanine bed is reached by a 
step ladder. If you have any accessibility concerns, please get in touch via email and we will 
work proactively with you, making every reasonable effort to assist you in taking up an 
opportunity with us. 

https://www.calmac.co.uk/article/2123/Eigg
https://www.calmac.co.uk/article/2123/Eigg
https://www.bothyproject.com/bothies/sweeneys-bothy/travel-and-facilities/
mailto:info@bothyproject.com

